
Cognate Requirement  
(All MSI students must complete Part A and an option from Part B) 

 
   Part A  Part B Options 
  

Students 
specializing in 
ARM, HCI, IEMP 
or LIS (including 
School Library 
Media without 
teaching 
certification) 

 One graduate-level cognate 
course (minimum of 3 
credits) in a School or 
Department other than SI 

a) One l graduate-level course in a 
School or Department other than 
SI.  

or 
b) One cognate course in SI that 

counts towards the requirements 
for a specialization other than the 
student’s area of study 

 
 
 Students in the 
tailored MSI 
degree 

 One graduate-level cognate 
course (minimum of 3 
credits) in a School or 
Department other than SI 

a) One graduate-level course in a 
School or Department other than 
SI. 

or 
b) Two cognate courses in SI that 

count towards the requirements 
for two different specializations. 

 
 
Note: Students previously enrolled in graduate programs or with advanced degrees may 
count prior graduate-level course work at another university or in UM departments and 
schools other than SI. 
 
All Cognate courses must be approved by the student’s advisor 
 
Tailored Statement Requirement: 
The Tailored program provides additional flexibility for the MSI degree and it is 
important that students choosing this option have a cohesive plan for their curriculum. 
Students in the Tailored program are required to submit a statement outlining their 
academic and career goals along with a plan for the types of courses that will assist in 
realizing these goals. Specific courses in the SI program, cognate courses, and plans for 
fulfilling the practical engagement requirement should be outlined as well. Students 
should consult with a faculty advisor as they develop their statement. The statement 
should be 1-3 pages, double spaced, and submitted to Professor Michael Cohen, Tailored 
Program Coordinator, at mdc@umich.edu. An updated statement should be then 
submitted to the coordinator by November 15 each year or when requested. This measure 
is intended to help students think through their choices and ensure that regular meetings 
occur with a faculty advisor. The statements along with the TAP sheet will be a part of 
the graduation audit. Students should not change to the Tailored program in the final term 
of their program as this removes the advance planning required for completing a Tailored 
MSI. 
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